
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

This weekend we launch the 2022 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 
Information brochures are available and you can review additional 
information on our parish website highlighting the SUCCESS of the 
2021 appeal. Pledge envelopes are also available for you to take 
home and return in the coming weeks with your donations or you 
may make your donation electronically HERE! 

This year, the Archdiocese has given us a base goal of $40,309.00  (with a stretch goal $45,201.00) for the Annual 
Appeal . On the parish website you w ill learn how the many ministries were supported through the Appeal. Additionally, 
as you complete your pledge envelope for the Annual Appeal or make a donation online, you can restrict your funds to only 
the ministries that you wish to support. 

There is a also the incentive that Cardinal Tobin is giving the parishes regarding the appeal - if we exceed the stretch goal in 
funds collected (not pledged) by June 30th, we will receive a 2% reduction in our parish assessment fiscal year 2023! This 
would save us approximately $1,170.00 annually in our assessment payment to the Archdiocese. Here is something more. 
Any funds collected in excess of our stretch goal will be returned to our parish 100% to assist with NEEDED capital improve-
ments such as: remedy the interior painting of the church; update the HVAC system efficiently for heating; new windows for 
the parish center as they are well below substandard; paving, striping and lighting of the parking lot . 

I am, therefore, asking and appealing to each and every one of the 1,314 families of the parish family to make it our collec-
tive aim to not only achieve our stretch goal but please God, exceed it by June 2022. In doing so, not only are we supporting 
the greater Church but we will also be helping our parish family accomplish the above capital improvements which will sustain 
our parish campus for years to come. 

What if we don’t hit our goal? I  want to make this as clear as I  can. If we do not meet 100% of the base goal in 
funds collected by June 30th, that is $40,309.00, our parish and every parish that fails to meet the base goal, will be required 
to make up for the shortfall as an expense with a payment due by September 30, 2022. In other words, if we 
do not meet at least 100% of our goal, we are required to make up the difference. 

Now a little math: Suppose all 1,314 families contributed $50.00. Correct, we would have all contributed 
$65,700.00!!! We would see a rebate in the amount of $20,499.00 which would be restricted income and dedicated to capital 
improvement. Realistically, not all 1,314 families will be able to contribute…..what if 657 families contributed $200.00...that 
would be $131,400 with an anticipated rebate of $86,199.00—which would be basically cover the work to remedy 
the interior painting of the church.  

You see my friends, the more we, as members of the parish family, each understand our place in providing the resources for 
the church to conduct her life and ministry, the more we can reach both the pastoral as well as financial goals to assist in our 
own parish capital improvements noted above….and the more the responsibility is one that is truly shared, and not 
just laid upon a small number of families to bear. 

Making our way further into this New Year, we continue to pray, hope, and work for a resolution of the pandemic. We know 
the virus has had such an impact on our families, nation and the world, with the loss of life, much illness and suffering, and 
extreme burden on those who have been sick and those who have cared for them. The economic impact has been one in-
deed...affecting so many, our parish included. 

I appreciate all you have done since my arrival in July of 2021 and I am so humbled to be your servant-leader. The over-
whelming sense of pride that you, as a parish family possess is electric, which will empower us to proclaim, in word and deed, 
that “All Are Welcome” at Annunciation! Please do everything you can to support your parish by sending in your envelopes to 
the Parish Center or make online payments via our parish website if you are unable to attend Mass at this time.  

And please, as well, support the Appeal as you are also supporting your Parish Family - we are in this together!!!  We are for-
tunate here in Northeastern New Jersey to be a part of such a large and diverse local church. Our love and concern, shown in 
so many ways, including sacrificial giving, is such a source of peace and meaning for us all. I thank you for giving this consid-
eration, and encouraging family, friends, and neighbors as well. 

As always, I and the members of our Parish Finance Council will offer ongoing progress reports of our efforts and additional 
words of thanks and encouragement in the weeks and months to come. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Fr. Leo 

I think you can get the picture > this becomes a parish fundraiser!!!! 

https://support.rcan.org/a/donate

